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Mount Jerome House was one of several imposing residences in Harold’s Cross  sharing a 
prefix alluding to the village’s desirable elevation over the city. In the grounds of what is 
now the cemetery, what little that remains of this once grand property serves as tea rooms 
for mourners, day-trippers and locals alike. - BY EIBHLIN COUNIHAN

But far from this genteel guise, Mount Jerome was once a 
hub of revolution, an open house for some of the most 
formative figures of Irish history, which puts Harold’s Cross 
at the very epicentre of the centuries-old fight to improve 
the lot of Irishmen.

“To substitute the common name of 
Irishman in place of the 
denominations of Protestant, Catholic 
and Dissenter” was the aim of 
Theobald Wolfe Tone. His 1791 
pamphlet, An Argument on behalf of 
the Catholics of Ireland, preceded his 
invitation by Northern Protestants to 
establish the Society of United 
Irishmen.

A self-made man, probably of Roscommon descent, lived in 
the fine mansion that was Mount Jerome House and its 
extensive gardens, which became a meeting place for those 
fighting for Catholic Emancipation.

Keogh and the committee were taken to task and subjected 
to verbal abuse by the Irish Parliament - dismissed as “a 
rabble of porter-drinking mechanics, without property, 
pretensions, or influence”.

Far from it, Keogh had a share in a brewery which was 
situated on the corner of Harold’s Cross Road and 
Greenmount Avenue and was also the owner of substantial 
properties in counties Sligo, Leitrim and Roscommon. He 
later travelled to London where he engaged with MP Edmund 
Bourke, but his success was short lived and ultimately 
undermined.

Like the radical Ulster Protestants, John Keogh also reached 
out to Wolfe Tone, who was persuaded from their 
conversations that emancipation was identical with his own 
conviction on the “natural right” to Irish freedom.

Tone accepted Keogh’s o�er of paid employment as 
secretary/agent to the General Committee of Catholics of 
Ireland, organising their Dublin Convention.

Keogh used his extensive financial resources and his 
formidable determination to head a deputation direct to King 
George III, resulting in the (Catholic) Relief Act of 1793. This 
was not without controversy, as Keogh advised accepting 
what was less than full emancipation.

Following his two years as Secretary of the Catholic 
Committee, Wolfe Tone emigrated to the United States in 
hope of a new life there. Keogh wrote to him and reminded 
him of earlier conversations, when they both agreed that “in 
the extreme case they must seek help from France – a 
landing and a Rising”.

Remember your garden conversation in Keogh’s garden at 
Mount Jerome,” he told Tone. On this, Tone packed up and 
sailed for France. While aware of some of Keogh’s failings, he 
was fulsome with his praise for him: “If we lose him, I know 
not where to look for a man to replace him, his services to 
Ireland have been eminent and more especially to Catholics”.

Yet, Keogh did disengage. In 1797, he made his peace with 
those in government and took no known part in the 1798 
Rising. He was arrested a number of times and his home at 
Mount Jerome was searched. While Keogh appears to have 
stood back from active involvement with the United Irishmen, 
he remained the central contact point for many. 

Robert Emmet returned from France in October 1802 and it 
was to Mount Jerome he went for advice and support. But 
Keogh, born in 1740, sighed: “I am too old now, too old”.

Henry Grattan Junior described him as the most able of men 
in the Catholic Committee: gifted with a powerful 
understanding and an intellect superior to others in his class.

In the aftermath of the union of Britain and Ireland (1800), 
Keogh’s renowned vanity tempted him to return to the 
limelight. He emerged from Mount Jerome in 1805 dismissing 
all others as the voice of authority. But this resurgence of 
interest in Catholic politics made him uneasy in the face of 
what he saw was elitism. Despite support to remain engaged, 
it was all over for him by 1810.

Younger men, such as Daniel O’Connell, would not be guided 
by him.

Keogh died on 13 November 1817 and his son Cornelius sold 
Mount Jerome in 1830, bringing to an end the connection 
between Keogh and Harold’s Cross. He had acquired Mount 
Jerome in the 1780s, an estate previously owned by Rev 
Stephen Jerome (1639), vicar of St Kevin’s Parish and later 
acquired by the Wilkinson family (1830).

Despite its chequered history and the origins of its owners 
Mount Jerome has become the last resting place of 
Protestants, Catholics, those of other religions and those of 
none. 

DID A CONVERSATION IN A HAROLD’S
CROSS GARDEN PROVOKE WOLFE
TONE’S REBELLION?

Eibhlin is seeking to establish the Harold’s Cross 
Historical Society. If you  are an experienced, amateur 
or novice historian - or simply have an interest in the 
history of the village and its environs -  please get in 

touch with Eibhlin by email at emcounihan@gmail.com

Around this time the Catholic Committee 
- similar in set up to the 1st Dail - sat in 
Dublin, its gentry, middle-class and 
clergymen members demanding 
Catholic Emancipation. Some were 
bolder and more strident than others, 
chief among them John Keogh.

HAROLD’S CROSS HISTORICAL SOCIETY



Advertise in the Festival Programme
Each year over 3,000 copies of the Festival programme are posted in 
letterboxes in Harold’s Cross and distributed at Festival events. This is an 
ideal opportunity for local businesses to communicate their own special 
message directly to local residents while supporting the Festival.
Many businesses take the opportunity to run a promotion around the Festival using the Festival logo.

Could this also work for you?
To book your ad or to get a copy of the Festival Logo 
email - haroldscrossf@gmail.com or call 086 832 7450

Harolds.Cross.Festival @thehxpress

STEWARDS needed!
 Festival

Would you like an “Access
All Areas” Festival pass? Just 
email: boreilly@eircom.net 

or call 086 832 7450

DRAMA, POETRY
& HISTORY

Amanda Bell / Phelim Drew / Catherine Ann Cullen
Dr Sparky Booker / Gabriel Rosenstock / Erin Fornoff
Ron Carey / Folklore with Dr Kelly Fitzgerald / Philip Emmet on Thomas Addis EmmeT

ART, TALKS
& WALKS

Dublin Sketchers / Esther Moliné photo exhibition
Eanna Ní Lamhna / Fun with Felt / NIKI COLLIER
SIÚlÓID AS GEAILGE le Eoin Bairéad / The Willian Carleton Story with Peter Duffy

TOURS Mary Aikenhead Heritage Centre / Hospice Garden
Mount Argus / Russian Orthodox Church / Viking Artefacts

Fun & GAMES Vintage Carousel / Dog Show / Waffles the Wonderful
Drumreilly Maypole / Face Painting / Garda Exhibits / RSA SHUTTLE

& Special Guest Sam Maguire
Drumming Workshop / Medieval Demolition / Gladiator Jousting / Sports Demos

Mundy / Members of Kila / Nocturnes / Dublin Concert Band
Clareville Baton Twirlers / More Than Machines / Pearse McGloughlin
Family Céilí with Colm Ó'Briain / Locura Latina with Johnny Arias / MC - Alison O’Connor

MUSIC & DANCE
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It's been almost a year since the last Harold's Cross Festival! This year is 
our 10th Festival and it's going to be extra special with something for 
everyone. The theme is BELONGING and we hope that every event in the 
programme will engender an element of identity for each one of us.
We kick o� on Wednesday morning May 8th when Éanna Ní 
Lamhna brings pupils from the three primary schools on a 
“Date with Nature” in the Park. The following week has a 
packed programme with events each evening - culminating 
with the family weekend in the Park. The ancient tradition of 
dancing around the Maypole will feature once again this year.

Monday evening May 13th Dr. Kelly Fitzgerald will give us a 
fascinating glimpse into the National Folklore Collection 
focussing on a few areas of particular interest to Harold's 
Cross. Approximately 740,000 pages of folklore and local 
tradition known as the Schools’ Collection were compiled by 
pupils from 5,000 primary schools in the 26 counties of the 
Irish Free State between 1937 and 1939. More than 50,000 
schoolchildren were enlisted to collect folklore in their home 
districts. This included oral history, topographical 
information, folktales and legends, riddles and proverbs, 
games and pastimes, trades and crafts. The children recorded 
this material from their parents, grandparents, and 
neighbours. There are 1,128 volumes, numbered and bound, in 
the Collection with a title page giving the name of the school, 
the parish, the barony, the county and the teacher, as well as 
approximately 40,000 of the children’s original copybooks.  
You may be able to locate the work of a parent, grandparent 
or other relative amongst them!

Dr Sparky Booker is a lecturer in medieval Irish history at 
Queen’s University Belfast and teaches courses on medieval 
Irish and European history, as well as on urban and women’s 
history. On Tuesday May 14th her talk will reveal how Medieval 
Dublin was a cosmopolitan, wealthy port city and a place of 
interaction and cultural exchange between the di�erent 
peoples that came to live there. This included Scandinavian 
settlers from the 9th century onwards, as well as the English 
and Welsh who came to the city from the 1160s up through 
the end of the medieval period. The Harold family from which 
Harold’s Cross may take its name is an excellent example of 
the cultural shifts that occurred in settler families in the 
Dublin region in this period.

Residents of Harold’s Cross are very familiar with the story of 
Robert Emmet, but less is known of his beloved brother 
Thomas Addis Emmet, who being 14 years older was such an 
influence on him. On Wednesday May 15th we are delighted 
to welcome one of Thomas’ direct descendants, Philip 
Emmet, to Harold’s Cross. Philip will deliver a talk from the 
very personal perspective of the Emmet family on the history 
of Thomas’ life, and what motivated him to devote himself to 
the Irish cause for freedom. Philip will also touch on Thomas’ 
descendants both here and abroad, especially in the US. One 
of those descendants was French human rights lawyer 
Valentin Ribet, who sadly died aged 26 in the terrorist attack 
on the Bataclan Theatre in Paris in 2015.



On Thursday May 16th the Park will come alive with a fusion 
of Irish and Latin American music. Our outdoor Family Fiesta 
Céilí will feature dance music with our own Colm Ó'Brian 
(traditional Irish) who will be joined by Locura Latina with 
Johnny Arias (Salsa, merengue, bachata & more). Bring the 
family and don’t worry if you don't have the steps. There will 
be “callers” who will shout directions and your feet will do 
the rest! These festivities will be followed by a "Pop-up 
Gaeltacht" in Peggy Kelly's.

The Dublin Sketchers are an informal group of artists who 
come together in a di�erent place every Sunday afternoon 
to sketch. They are part of the global Urban Sketchers 
Community and have recently visited Harold's Cross. An 
exhibition of their work will be launched by Lyric FM's Ellen 
Cranitch at 6pm on Friday May 18th in the Pastoral Centre at 
the Rosary Church. Saturday May19th is National Drawing 
Day and we are so fortunate to have the Dublin Sketchers 
with us then. The exhibition will run until Sunday 19th.

The action moves to the theatre in the Education & Research 
Centre at Our Lady's Hospice on the Friday and Saturday 
evenings. Friday 17th has a Poetry & Music Salon when 
internationally renowned poets Gabriel Rosenstock, 
Amanda Bell, Ron Carey, Catherine Ann Cullen and Erin 
Fornu� will read from their works. Pearse McGloughlin and 
Nocturnes will provide the musical interludes.

The one and only Phelim Drew brings his one-man-show 
“Joxer Daly Esq” to Harold's Cross on Saturday evening May 
18th. From the 1913 Lock Out, to the Rising - and the events 
of O'Casey's classic The Plough and the Stars - to the birth 
of a new divided Nationalism, in Juno and the Paycock, we 
see it all through the eyes of a survivor like no other. Joxer 
Daly is an ordinary person trying to navigate the di�cult 
waters of what was Dublin in the period leading up to the 
birth of a Republic. Brilliantly performed by Phelim Drew, 
Joxer’s love of language, humour, literature and song, 
together with a drinker’s purple recollection, make this a 
performance like no other. Entertaining and funny, Joxer 
Daly Esq. is a thought provoking gander at one of Irish 
Literatures most loveable chancers!

As Saturday 18th is International Museum Day we are 
singularly privileged to be visited by Siobhán Pierce, 
Education and Outreach O�cer - Archaeology & Natural 
History at the National Museum of Ireland and her team. 
They will have with them an array of replica Viking artefacts 
that will be available for hands-on experiences in the Rosary 
Pastoral Centre from 10am to 12 noon. The team will discuss 
and demonstrate how the invaders progressed and 
integrated into life in medieval Dublin and left their cultural 
imprint – with a particular focus on Harold's Cross. 

This year’s Community Festival weekend in the Park is the 
icing on the cake! Saturday begins with the Dog Show at 
noon followed by a packed programme including a Vintage 
Carousel, face painting, the Dublin Concert Bad, the 
Clareville Baton Twirlers, a felting workshop and much more.

The fun continues on Sunday with more of the above along 
with performances on the main stage by Mundy, Members of 
Kila and heavy metal band More Than Machines.

The complete schedule of events and all relevant details are 
on www.haroldscross.org.

GDPR Notice: Patrons please note photos and images may 
appear on Festival related social media and other 
publications.

10 YEARS

Phelim Drew - Joxer Daly Esq
Mundy in Concert

Kila

Karoart

Kids Fun

More Than Machines



Mr Carty said the children were exploring stained glass art as 
part of their second term artwork.

“The children first of all looked at the famous buildings of 
Dublin and began examining pictures closely, moving on to 
sketching and drawing,” he said. “The next stage was to 
outline the key features of the buildings. 

The children were tasked with focusing on negative versus 
positive space in order to achieve the desired form and shape 
in their composition. “In pairs, they worked hard to outline 
the buildings on black sugar paper.”

After cutting out the silhouettes and detailing the outline of 
the buildings - the most di�cult stage requiring much 
attention, attests Mr Carty - the children filled the silhouettes 
with coloured glasene paper.

Using a wide palette of colours they were 
able to imitate stained glass.

The composition includes many famous 
buildings in Dublin, three of which can be 
seen from the upstairs window of the 
school.

"I'm very proud of all the sixth class pupils 
for their hard work and e�ort," said Mr 
Carty. “It is important to raise awareness of 
the beautiful city that we have around us 
and the wonderful architecture and 
heritage that is on display.

“Too often do we forget to value that which 
is on our doorstep. Mar a deir an seanfhocal: 
Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin.”

Under teacher Peadar Carty, the sixth class fashioned a 
montage of Dublin, featuring a number of the city’s and 
Harold’s Cross’s best known landmarks, many of which are 
visible from the school.

People walking past Harold’s Cross national 
school over recent weeks have been stopping in 
their numbers to admire a unique piece of stained 
glass-style artwork created by the pupils.

TRIBUTES PAID TO “FAITHFUL FRIEND”
OF HAROLD’S CROSS JOE BYRNE

SIXTH CLASS ‘STAIN GLASS’
ARTWORK LIGHTING UP 
FACES AT VILLAGE SCHOOL
- BY XPRESS REPORTER

Can you spot the well-known buildings from Harold’s Cross and central Dublin? (turn to page 14 for answers)

“It is with a mixture of sadness and joy that we reflect on 
memories of the times we spent with Joe Byrne,” said village 
council spokesman Tony McDermott. “A founding member of 
the Harold’s Cross Village Community Council, Joe left his 
mark wherever he went and on whomever he met.”

A native of Harold’s Cross, he had accumulated a wealth of 
knowledge, experience and worldly wisdom in a career that 
included professional service as a chef, as a member of An 
Garda Síochána - serving in the community and motorcycle 
units as well as headquarters - as well as being posted to the 
United Nations in Bosnia.

Following his retirement, his expert green fingers were 
recognised when his garden featured in RTÉ’s Super Garden 
programme, paying tribute to the five generations of the 
family who enjoyed the garden on Priory Road.

“Joe was a passionate Liverpool supporter and was not shy 
about telling you why,” added Mr McDermott. “A faithful 
friend and supporter of all community initiatives, we miss 
Joe’s cajoling advice and encouragement - given always with 
good humour and an open heart.

“We o�er condolences to Joe’s wife Ann, his children Neil, 
Gemma and Rachel, his mother and the extended family. Go 
ndéana Dia trócaire ar a anam uasal.”

Tributes have been pouring in for Joe Byrne, retired garda and founding member 
of the Harold’s Cross Village Community Council, after he died, aged 64

“Many local passersby have been stopping to look at the 
piece, and commenting on how beautiful it looks, especially 
during the evenings as the light shines through it,” Mr Carty 
told the Xpress. “Students, sta� and parents alike have all 
been heaping high praise on it too.”



Organiser and local community stalwart Sinead 
O’Kane was delighted with the turnout on what 
turned out to be a bright sunny morning on April 
13. “We had people come from as far away as 
Bailieborough in Co Cavan and Ashbourne in Co 
Meath,” she told the Xpress.

“Before we set o� on our walk, taking in the Grand Canal and 
Mount Argus, Tony McDermott gave a behind the scenes 
local history for all our guests to Harold’s Cross. “It really 
showcased the village - which looked great in the spring 
sunshine - as well as highlighting Parkinson’s as a major issue 
for our community.” Indeed, one local resident whose relative 
was recently diagnosed with the condition approached the 
walkers to get more information about the Parkinson’s 
Association of Ireland (PAI).

Parkinson’s is a long-term neurological condition that a�ects 
the way the brain co-ordinates body movements, including 
walking, talking and writing. Ms O’Kane, who is secretary of 
the Dublin branch, said awareness-raising walks provide an 
opportunity where su�erers and carers can come together 
socially and share their experiences.

WALK SHOWCASES VILLAGE AND 
REACHES OUT TO PARKINSON’S 
SUFFERERS IN SPRING SUNSHINE

“Getting in touch with others who have Parkinson’s can have 
hugely beneficial e�ects,” said Ms O’Kane. “There are support 
groups all over the country, but there are also many people 
with Parkinson’s who are enduring the condition on their 
own. “It was great for Harold’s Cross to host a national event 
like this and show itself o� and raise awareness. The tour 
brought out all the history that is right here under our noses 
here in the Harold’s Cross Park, Quaker House, St Clare's, Our 
Lady's Hospice, Mount Jerome and Mount Argus.”

Paula Gilmore, chief executive of the PAI was among those 
who joined the event. Organisers thanked Tina and all the 
sta� at McGowan’s where the walkers were welcomed with 
tea and sandwiches afterwards. Ms O’Kane had earlier helped 
lead scores of protesters to march on Leinster House to 
criticise the lack of government funding for Parkinson’s.  

Only five specialist nurses are provided by the HSE for the 
12,000 patients with the condition in Ireland. Deep brain 
stimulation surgery, which can have a radical impact for some 
with the condition, is not available here and patients have to 
travel to the UK for it. The PAI is concerned the availability of 
the treatment could be thrown into doubt by Brexit.

An raibh a fhios agat go raibh grúdlann 
(brewery) sa cheantar seo? Tá ceann i 
Lána Ghleann na bhFiach (Ravensdale), 
taobh thiar de theach tábhairne. Is é 
Four Provinces Brew Co. an t-ainm ar 
an ngrúdlann agus tá an t-ainm céanna 
ar an teach tábhairne. Chuaigh mé ar 
cuairt orthu le déanaí.

Bhuel, bhí slua iontach bríomhar sa teach 
tábhairne an oíche sin mar go raibh Pop-Up 
Gaeltacht ar siúl ann. Bhí Gaeilge agus fáilte 
i ngach áit. 

Bhí T-léintí á chaitheamh ag roinnt daoine 
agus “Beoir na nGael” scríofa orthu. Is é 
Andrew Murphy agus Feargal Chambers a 
thosnaigh an ghrúdlann seo agus bhí fís nua 
acu don ghnó. Thaistigh uatha go mbeadh 
dlúth-bhaint ag a gcairde agus ag muintir 
na h-áite leis, mar a bhíodh sé fadó, roimh ré 
na ngrúdlanna idirnáisiúnta. 

Thaistigh uatha freisin an Ghaeilge agus 
cultúr na nGael a chur chun cinn.

De réir cosúlachta, tá ag éirí go maith leis 
agus tá borradh agus fás i ndán don an 
tionscal. Nach iontach an rud é gur féidir 
le beirt fhear dul i gcomórtas leis na buic 
móra agus, le tacaíocht mhaith ó mhuintir 
na h-áite, éacht mar seo a bhaint amach.

Agus ar ndóigh, bhí orm gloine nó dhó 
den deoch seo a thriaill. Thaitin Piper 
Ipa go mór liomsa ach tá bailiúchán 
spéisiúl acu - seans go mbeadh rogha 
eile agatsa. B’fhiú duit dhul suas 
acu go luath agus, má tá beagáinín 
Gaeilge agat, bí cinnte go n-úsáideann 
tú í, agus beidh fáilte is fiche rómhat.

le Eoin MacLochlainnAN BHFUIL GAEILGE AGAT?

More than 100 people from around the country gathered at Harold’s Cross Park for a walk to 
mark Parkinson’s Awareness Week. By Neil Kenealy.

Sinead O'Kane & Neil Kenealy



Spring is also the time to get ahead of the much dreaded weeds. From 
March to September it is open season as far as weed growth is concerned. 
The favourable conditions we create for plants - such as light, moisture, 
fertile soil and space to grow - also suits weed growth. They seem to appear 
everywhere they can take root - in our flower beds and borders, lawns, 
gravel areas, pots, walls, in our driveways and even in our gutters.

A weed is described as being a plant growing in an undesired place and 
weed control is a vital garden task that underpins everything you do in the 
garden. Weed seeds can arrive by wind, insect or birds in new plants or are 
just hereditary in the garden.

Certain weeds can spread easily if they are not pulled before flowering and 
setting seed. A whole new generation can be created in a speedy fashion. 
Annual weeds such as chickweed, groundsel and annual nettle are easier to 
deal with and remove. However perennial weeds such as dandelion, docks 
and ground elder are more di�cult to eradicate.

GROWING with Eileen Nolan
Bloom multi-award winning garden designer Eileen Nolan - head gardener at Our Lady's 
Hospice in Harold's Cross - rolls up her sleeves to root out the age-old problem of weeds.

Our gardens at the hospice have come alive with bulbs. We 
added more to our collection by creating a natural area for 
da�odils, with a mix of early and late flowering varieties to 
prolong their stay. A bulb planting programme was also 
carried out on our new palliative care courtyard gardens, 
where we planted anemone, muscari, narcissus and tulips. It is 
a great way to add some interesting colour between January 
and May.

If you have a gardening question you would like to ask Eileen, email us at xpress@haroldscross.org

Why should we weed?
Weeds are naturally strong competitors. Planted areas can be 
overshadowed by weeds, which take moisture and nutrients 
from the ground and can also reduce the amount of light 
required for plants to thrive. They can compete for space to 
grow inhibiting plant growth. A weed free garden looks also 
clean and tidy allowing plants be clearly seen without clutter 
and competition

How can we control weeds without chemicals?
Digging them out is the best solution, by removing the roots 
and leaves as you go. It helps eliminate the ones with deep 
roots. However you need to remove the entire root as by 
leaving even a small piece it can regrow. A spade is the best 
tool to use and a fork is also very useful for loosening the 
ground, minimising disturbance. Sometimes by opening up 
too much ground it can create a fresh area for weeds to grow.

Hoeing can be carried out on weeds that have shallow roots 
just below the surface or weed seedlings. This can be carried 
out in spring. Apply mulch afterwards. Keep hoeing 
throughout summer as it is especially e�ective on a hot dry 
day. Leave weeds to wither away and die o�. A hoe is an 
invaluable garden tool and is also easier on your back. There 
are many variations available as seen here.

How to manage weeds and limit their growth?
Mulching: By using organic mulch such as wood chip to 
smother weeds around plants. For this to be a success and to 
be e�ective it needs to be topped up to a minimum depth of 
10-15cm. Finer bark is better as it doesn’t blow around and the 
birds are less likely to pick at it and scatter it around.

Lawn Edging: A metal edge can be used to edge lawns and 
grass paths. This can prevent grass growth into a border. It is 
especially useful where invasive grasses such as couch grass 
are a problem

Weed Fabric: A weed fabric such, as Mypex, can be used to 
create a barrier with the soil.

There is no doubt weeding is an unavoidable chore and, 
unfortunately, like cleaning the house it is not a once o�. 
However it is very therapeutic to dig them up and see the 
di�erence it makes. So if we can narrow down the time spent 
doing it, all the better. Happy weeding!

We are looking forward to the Harold’s Cross Festival as we 
will be opening our gardens on the 18th and 19th of May and 
will be selling plants on the day. Hope to see you there.

Image



DUBLIN SKETCHERS IN
HAROLD’S CROSS
A number of artists visited Harold's Cross in recent 
weeks to sketch the village for an exhibition being 
premiered at the upcoming annual community 
festival. 

Dublin Sketchers is part of the Global Urban Sketchers 
Organisation, based in Seattle in the US, a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to fostering a worldwide community 
of artists who practice on-location drawing.

Their mission is to raise the artistic, storytelling and 
education value of on-location drawing, promoting its 
practice and connecting people around the world who draw 
where they live and travel. 

“The Dublin Sketchers also appreciate all the various styles, 
techniques and motivations in their group,” a spokesman told 
the Xpress. 

“There’s no hierarchy, just friendly competition. It is also a 
way of socialising, with plenty of discussions about the work 
and the area. The group’s ages range from 18 to 80 years of 
age." 

Indeed the quality of the drawings from the Dublin Sketchers 
is such that they have had three exhibitions in the past ten 
years - two in a fine art gallery and one in an art college in the 
city centre. 

They have also participated in the Bloomsday festivals and 
this Bloomsday (June 16th), Dublin Sketchers will be 
exhibiting their sketchbooks at the Olivier Cornet Gallery, 
Great Denmark Street.

The Sketchers exhibition will be opened by Ellen Cranitch in 
the Rosary Pastoral Centre at 6pm on Friday May 17th and 
runs for the duration of the Festival. 

- BY XPRESS REPORTER

By PatBy Marie-Hélène

By Deniz

By Caroline By Xavier By Brian

For more about Dublin Sketchers or to see more of their fantastic Harold’s Cross art go to www.dublinsketchers.blogspot.com 



Lemon White
Chocolate Cheesecake

Preheat the oven to 180C. Line an 8 x 8-inch spring loaded tin 

with baking paper. If not using a spring loaded tin make sure 

to leave enough baking paper overhanging on the sides for 

lifting the cheesecake out after baking. 

In a medium bowl, stir the biscuit crumbs and melted butter 

together. Put the mixture in the lined tin and gently press it 

flat with the back of a spoon until it’s tightly packed. 

Bake the base for 8 minutes. Allow to cool while you prepare 

the filling. 

Reduce the oven temperature to 150C. 

In a medium heat-proof bowl melt together the chocolate 

and cream.

Beat the cream cheese until smooth. Add the sugar and beat 

for another two minutes. Add eggs one at a time until fully 

combined. Add vanilla, lemon zest, lemon juice and beat until 

incorporated and smooth. 

Pour the mixture over the cooled crust and spread evenly. 

Bake for about 45 minutes. The centre of the cake should be 

slightly wobbly when it’s taken out of the oven. 

Allow to sit at room temperature for one hour and then put in 

the fridge for four hours or preferably overnight until it’s 

completely set. Serve with freshly whipped cream. 

Method

This is by far my favourite recipe to make. While baked cheesecakes may 
sound a little tricky this one is incredibly easy to make. It’s quite rich so I like 
to serve small portions, seconds can always be taken.

Crust:  100g of digestives (crumbed)
  40g of melted butter

Filling: 120g white chocolate (chopped)
  ¼ cup of double cream
  450g full-fat cream cheese
  100g granulated sugar
  2 large eggs
  1 tsp pure vanilla extract
  2tbsp freshly squeezed lemon juice
  2 tsp lemon zest

By Barbara Ross



Little Island, a publishing house run by Siobhán Parkinson from her home at Kenilworth Park, has won 
the inaugural Irish Small Press of the Year Award - a giant achievement for a three-person publisher 
of books for children and young adults.

The award, sponsored by the 
trade magazine The 
Bookseller as part of the 
British Book Awards, was 
announced in March.

Catherine Ann Cullen, whose 
book All Better! was Little 
Island’s first publication of 
2019, talks to Siobhán for 
the Xpress about the award 
and what made Little Island 
stand out among Ireland’s 
excellent small houses.

- BY XPRESS REPORTER

Catherine Ann: Congratulations on the award, I know the 
Harold’s Cross community will be very proud that one their 
own has been acknowledged in this way. It is especially 
gratifying when the competition included such publishers 
as Lilliput Press and Wordwell. What were the criteria for 
the award?

Siobhán: We had tough competition indeed. The criteria 
included the quality of our books and whether they’d been 
acknowledged with other awards. Luckily we have plenty of 
form! At the moment we have two titles on the Children’s 
Books Ireland Book of the Year shortlist. Last year we had 
four books on the shortlist, and our bestseller for young 
adults, Tangleweed and Brine by Deirdre Sullivan, won Book 
of the Year. Meg Grehan’s The Space Between took the Eilís 
Dillon award for a first children’s book, and Sheena 
Wilkinson’s Star by Star took the Honour for Fiction.

CA: Little Island is definitely punching above its weight with 
prizes! Was there anything else you think attracted the 
attention of the judges?

S: I think the fact that we have nurtured our authors was a big 
factor. We launched our first list in 2010, and Deirdre Sullivan 
and Sheena Wilkinson were both on that list. They have 
stayed with us, and several of Sheena’s books have been 
translated.

CA: That brings me neatly to the idea of translation, which 
is one of my own connections with Little Island, but also a 
unusual feature of the publisher. What brought you to 
translation?

S: Little Island began life as part of New Island books and I 
came to New Island with the idea of translating from German 
myself. Now, as an independent house, we are committed to 
translation more than most. We have three books in 
translation this year, including All Better! and two German 
books. I’m conscious of the sameness in the diet of books 
that children get to read in English, and I’ve tried to broaden 
that. We’ve translated books from German, Swedish, Latvian, 
French and Portuguese, and Eilís Ní Dhuibhne, who writes in 
English as Elizabeth O’Hara, translated her own book 
Hurlamaboc from Irish into Snobs, Dogs and Scobies for us.

CA: Is it a challenging market, selling books in translation?

S: I don’t think readers are closed to it, it’s more that the trade 
is less than open. Every culture is constantly telling itself a 
narrative about itself and people who are interested in books 
are in that culture. If you bring someone onstage who isn’t 
part of that culture, it’s as if the trade is asking, who are these 
people, they are not part of our story. But readers more open 
than the trade.

CA: While we’re talking translation, it was an honour to be 
commissioned by Little Island to, as you put it, “reimagine 
into English” a Latvian book of poems for children about 
being sick and getting well. What was it about the original 
Latvian book that made you want to turn this into an 
English book?

S: There were several things - the illustrations had a lovely 
retro appeal, and the concept struck us as unusual and 
necessary. We couldn’t think of another “get well soon” book. 
The poems take children through from swallowing medicine 
to hospital stays. We thought that to make the poems work 
in English we needed an Irish poet to reimagine them, that’s 
why we went to you!

CA: There are many publishers who won’t touch poetry, why 
do you do it?

S: We’re biassed in favour of poetry, we tried it out first with 
a magazine called Castaways. Then we did the book Once 
Upon a Place with Children’s Books Ireland, an anthology of 
prose that we managed to get six poems into. We also did 
Hopscotch, a book of poems by Lucinda Jacob. Hopscotch 
was also our first audio book. Jennifer Johnson launched the 
book, and when we heard her beautiful voice reading at the 
launch we said “we have to record this” and Jennifer very 
kindly agreed. We do online kits with all our books, and there 
have been lots of downloads of the Hopscotch one so 
teachers must be using it. You don’t have to buy book to 
download the kit but we hope you will!

CA: I get the impression that the commercial question, 
though it’s vital for the survival of a publisher, is not your 
first thought.

S: Even though many of our books have worked 
commercially, our first question is not “will it sell?” but “is it 
good - will it o�er something emotionally to the reader?”

SMALL WONDER

By Siobhán Parkinson

Catherine Ann Cullen



Some of Ireland best known poets along with emerging new voices are electrifying 
intimate audiences at monthly gigs at a local restaurant. - BY AMANDA BELL

Local poet, playwright and essayist Adam Wyeth is 
hosting the event - called The Next Level - upstairs at 
Kyle’s Restaurant in Terenure.
Well-known figures as Paul Muldoon, Michael O’Loughlin, 
Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Harry Clifton, Jessica Traynor, and 
Aifric Mac Aodha have all read at the shows over recent 
months. But Adam says the event includes music and is 
aimed at bringing in people who might not normally go to a 
poetry gig.

“Poetry readings tend to attract the same crowds, so the 
music element helps brings a more diverse and wider 
audience,” Adam told the Xpress. “Musicians so far have 
included opera star Judith Mok, Loah and Jake Regan. “There 
are a few regular poetry events around Dublin, but nothing is 
quite like this one at Kyle’s. Many poetry events have open 
mics and tend to go on for hours, but with our set format of 
two special guest poets, an up-and-coming poet and a 
musician, it seldom goes on for more than an hour.”

The space is decorated with owner Orla’s photographs and 
you can eat and drink as you enjoy the performances. 
Terenure’s Village Bookshop also sell books at the event, so 
there’s an opportunity for people to buy the author’s latest 
release, have a chat and get it signed afterwards.

The Next Level takes place at 7:30pm on the last Tuesday of 
every month. The next event is on April 30 with guest poets 
Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill and Paul Perry and introducing Christian 
Wethered, with live music by Daniel Carroll.

Contact Kyle’s to join their mailing list for upcoming events: 
reservations@kyles.ie / 01 492 0222 / www.kyles.ie

Adam Wyeth will also be running a six-week creative writing 
course on Tuesday evenings in Kyle’s. No experience is 
necessary to join. All you need is pen, paper and your 
imagination. For more information please contact Adam 
Wyeth - adamwyeth@yahoo.co.uk

LOCAL WRITER PUTS POETRY ON 
THE MENU AS TOP VOICES TURN 
OUT FOR ‘NEXT LEVEL’ GIGS

National Museum Visit
Did you know that Harold of 
Harold's Cross was a Viking? On the 
Saturday morning of the Festival, 
the National Museum of Ireland are 
bringing out a selection of Viking 
artefacts from their “Handling 
Collection” to show and tell us all 
about the lives and customs of the 
Vikings in the Rosary Pastoral 
Centre from 10am until 12 noon.

Dublin Sketchers
The Dublin Sketchers have been 
visiting and sketching in Harold's 
Cross in the last few months and 
they will have an exhibition of their 
sketchbooks in the Pastoral Centre 
over the Festival weekend. The 
show will be o�cially opened by 
Lyric FMs Ellen Cranitch at a 
reception on Friday at 6pm in the 
Rosary Pastoral Centre..

Glór Mológa
Have you noticed that more and 
more people are using their cúpla 
focail in Harold's Cross these days?  
This could be to do with the 
founding of Glór Mológa in the area. 
Look out for Spraoi na nÓg in the 
park - allsorts of fun and games for 
the kids - as Gaeilge! Join us at the 
Pop-up Gaeltacht in Peggy Kelly's 
after the Family Fiesta Céilí on 
Thursday 16th at 9pm.

SUMMER
BLOCKBUSTERS

It is generally felt that the first of the “so-called” Summer Blockbuster 
was Steven Spielberg's “Jaws” in 1975. Advertising and promotion 
were hyped up to “11”,  resulting in queues forming at movie theatres 
around the country. The timing of Blockbusters back in the 70s and 
indeed for this year's current batch was to coincide as close as possible 
to the 4th July holiday celebrations. Through the years, summer 
releases got earlier, due to a number of variables, including the 

availability of time slots and to avoid certain pre-ordained mega-hits.  

The timing and success of summer releases - especially in the U.S.A. - may also have a lot to do 
with patrons availing of the cool air-conditioned cinemas. But a long-awaited sequel or the latest 
Marvel/DC o�ering is certainly an added incentive. Whereas in Ireland, we tend to head to the 
parks and beaches when the sun shines.

Looking ahead to the “hopefully” sunny summer of 2019, Disney Studios are continuing to raid 
their vast back catalogue of animated classics. Reenergising them and rebooting them as "live 
action", star-studded vehicles with "full-on" CGI. 

Coming Your Way...

Aladdin directed by Guy Ritchie and starring Will Smith as the Genie with the 
power to grant three wishes in the land of Agrabah. Also starring Mena Massoud 
as Aladdin, Naomi Scott as Princess Jasmine, the Sultan's daughter, Maran Kenzari 
as Jafar. Opens in cinemas May 24th.

A lot of irish interest in this first of the Artemis Fowl series, as it’s based on the 
first book of Irish author Eoin Colfer “Artemis Fowl” series and is directed by 
Kenneth Brannagh. The story centres on the journey of 12-year-old genius 
Artemis Fowl (Ferdia Shaw), a descendent of a long line of criminal 
masterminds, as he attempts to find his father, who has mysteriously 
disappeared. With the help of his loyal Butler (Nonzo Anozie), Artemis 
uncovers an ancient underground advanced civilization of fairies. Opens in 
cinemas Aug 9th.

Toy Story - A cowboy doll and a confused spaceman figure have continued to 
entertain and tickle audience since they first burst on the scene back in 1995, 
becoming the first entirely computer-animated feature-length film. Tom Hanks 
(Woody) Tim Allen (Buzz Lightyear) and co are back for their fourth instalment. 
Prepare yourselves for a road trip alongside old and new friends. Opens in 
cinemas June 21st.

Other movies released this month: “The Lion King”, “Men in Black International”, 
“Once upon a time...in Hollywood” & “Spider-Man: Far from home”. Irish release 
dates are accurate at the time of going to print but may be subject to change. 

- BY BEN O’REILLY



Tony and Eileen McDermott, the lynchpin couple driving much of the reinvigoration of 
Harold’s Cross over the past two decades, have been honoured with an award for their 
exceptional contribution to the community.
The pair were recognised with a Sean Moore Community Award for their tireless commitment to countless 
community activities, not least the hugely successful annual Harold’s Cross Festival and Harold’s Cross Village 
Community Council (HCVCC).

COUPLE DRIVING VILLAGE 
TRANSFORMATION ‘HUMBLED’ 
BY PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

Councillor Frank Kennedy, deputising for the Lord Mayor, 
presented the award during a ceremony at a packed Clanna 
Gael Fontenoy GAA clubhouse in Ringsend, hosted by well 
known journalist Róisín Ingle.

Speaking to the Xpress, the McDermotts said: “It is humbling 
to have been nominated for this prestigious award by our 
Harold’s Cross friends and teammates. We are proud of what 
we have achieved together and look forward to maintaining a 
powerful community identity as the neighbourhood expands 
and develops. The arrival of hundreds of new apartments and 
schools with over 1,000 pupils and sta� will breathe new life 
into the village - supporting existing businesses and enabling 
new ones.”

Conor O’Mahony, chairman of the HCVCC, said the 
“committed activists” were instrumental in setting up the 
village council in 2006, primarily to tackle the then dereliction 
of the area and help shape significant re-development taking 
place. “At that time, Harold’s Cross had become little more 
than a point on the way to Terenure and Rathfarnham,” said Mr 
O’Mahony. “It had lost most of its character, its identity, its 
sense of purpose and community.

“The nature and extent of the prospective development 
threatened to embed and reinforce that lack of identity and to 
turn the village into little more than a dormitory for workers in 
the city. “Tony and Eileen - along with other like-minded 
individuals – set about creating a charter to bring the spirit of 
community back into the village which would seek to ensure 
that any future developments within the area facilitated the 
development of a vibrant and welcoming community.”

The HCVCC expanded into many other initiatives, a flagship 
project being the annual community festival in May, which has 
blossomed into one of the largest community events in Dublin. 
“Tony has acted as festival coordinator from the outset and 
has been largely responsible for securing the fantastic support 
and assistance of Dublin City Council, the Gardaí and local 
businesses,” said Mr O’Mahony.

“This year will mark the 10th anniversary of the community 
festival. Harold’s Cross has improved immeasurably in recent 
years and the growing sense of community is much 
commented on. It has developed into a multi-cultural, 
multi-ethnical community, with a strong community spirit.” he 
said.   

The awards for “exceptional community service” were 
inaugurated during the 1988 Dublin millennium to honour the 
memory of Sean Moore, former Dáil Deputy, Minister of State 
and Lord Mayor of Dublin. They are adjudicated on by an 
independent panel of judges.

- BY XPRESS REPORTER

Tony and Eileen McDermott picked up an award at the 
recent 2019 Seán Moore Community Award
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BOTTICELLI’S BIRTH OF VENUS 
MASTERPIECES BY YOUNG 
EASTER CAMP ARTISTS

Congratulations to Ruth, Sarah, Oisín, Ava, Karl, Olaf, Seán, Lucy, Isobel, Aoileann, Nicola 
and Róise on completion of their Botticelli Birth of Venus masterpieces at Art Academy 
classical art camp. They have done a wonderful job spending their Easter holidays 
creating beautiful art, learning new skills and making friends.

Summer Art Camps: 
Week 1: 8th-12th July, Mon-Fri, 6-9 years old | 10am - 2 pm
Week 2: 15th-19th July, Mon-Fri, 10-14 yrs old | 10am - 2pm

www.artacademy.ie
or contact 087 720 1717 sheilaflaherty2002@yahoo.com

  For more info see

Mount Argus church, the Poolbeg stacks, Church of our Lady of the Rosary, Four Courts, 
Ha’penny Bridge, St Patrick’s Cathedral, The GPO, the Spire, Liberty Hall, the Custom House, 
Croke Park, the Convention Centre, Samuel Beckett Bridge and the Ulster Bank buildings.

Well-known buildings from Harold’s Cross and central Dublin - Page 6



Master Piece
Sandro Botticelli, was a famous Italian painter.
He created a beautiful painting called “The Birth of 
Venus.” This is a section from the painting showing 
Venus the goddess of love and beauty.

With the small grid as a guide draw the figure in the 
larger grid. Viewing each square as a separate sketch 
makes the task much easier to complete. Enjoy.

a 

b 

c 

d

4321

a 
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c 

d

        1                2                3              4

Draw your own  



Bad Joke Corner

Riddle 2

Riddle 1
Spot the Difference

Kids

Newsletter Design by Colm Flood of 
Lynchmob Design - 086 825 3791

DAFFODIL
FLOWER
GARDENING
GREEN
GROWTH
PUDDLE

RAINDROPS
RUBBERBOOTS
SEEDS
SPLASH
SPRINGTIME
RAINBOW

SPROUT
SUNSHINE
TULIOS
UMBRELLA
JACKET
MELTING

zone

Riddle Answers: On page 14

Word Search Find the 18 Springtime words
in the wordsearch below 

Find the 12 di�erences in these 2 Springtime Scenes
Spot the difference
Find the 20 di�ernces in the 2 fun playground images below. 

*As a bonus - find 
the local area 

name where your 
favourite festival 
is on this month

The more you have of me the 
less you see. What am I?

You can’t keep this 
until you have given it.

I saw this advert in a window that said: 
“Television for sale, €1, volume stuck on full.” 
I thought, “I can’t turn that down.”

What's the best time to go to the dentist?
Tooth-hurty.

How do astronomers organize a party?
They planet.

Why do ghosts love elevators?
Because they lift their spirits.

Why did the chicken cross the playground? 
To get to the other slide.

Why do crabs never give to charity?
Because they're shellfish.

Our wedding was so beautiful even the cake was 
in tiers.

What do you call a horse who likes arts and crafts?
A hobby horse.


