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SPORTS CLUB OPEN FOR NEW MEMBERS

Run by Laury and Ed Donnelly, the shop stocks furnishings, 
often fashioned from recycled materials, from Ireland and 
around the globe. 
“We have really been delighted with how we have been received 
by the Harold's Cross community over the last year,” says Ed. “We 
have had really great positive feedback from our customers here.”

He added: “While we are certainly not there yet, there is a real 
appetite from the local community to see more new businesses 
come into the village. Not only that, but we have also seen 
customers visit us from as far afield as Cork and Galway, which 
can only be a good thing for the area.”

In summer, there’s Softball and Tag Rugby. And it’s open for 
membership. Right now, a family can join for €220 - and €100 
of that goes on your membership card and can be spent in our 
pavilion.

The club was known for years as CYM. And it’s just after Tesco, 
a little before the car park. The club is host to Bowls, Cricket, 
Rugby, Soccer, Table Tennis, Tennis.

Individual membership is  €150 - and €50 goes on your car for 
the pavilion. (There are separate fees for joining each of the 
active section. But they are less expensive than any other club 
in south Dublin.)

The pavilion is a welcoming and popular place for a pint or a 
co�ee, a bowl of soup or a sandwich. There are many family 
events in the club. Children are always welcome and take an 
active part in cricket and tennis. AND there’s social tennis 
every Thursday night from 7.30pm when ANYONE is welcome 
to come along and try it out.

Why not come along, on December 23rd at 7.30pm to hear 
our choir sing carols and traditional Christmas songs?

DESIGN SHOP MARKS FIRST 
BIRTHDAY
Home Street Home is celebrating its first 12 months 
in Harold's Cross. 

The honour is the latest in a string of accolades bestowed on 
chef Phil Yeung's  restaurant since it opened its doors last year.
Michelin inspectors praised the neighbourhood bistro for its concise 
menus which “evolve with seasonal availability” and described the 
lunch and early evening menus as “a steal”. 

“Dishes are modern and creative with vibrant colours and fresh, 
natural flavours,” they added. “Sweet service from a local team 
completes the experience.”

Craft has already won the ‘Best Newcomer’ award at the 
Restaurants Association of Ireland Awards and made the shortlist 
for ‘Best Casual Dining’ this year. 

LOCAL BISTRO TOASTS SWEET
SUCCESS
Harold's Cross eatery Craft has been awarded a
prestigious Michelin Bib Gourmand award. 

VILLAGERS CUT UP AS 
BARBER BIDS FAREWELL
A veteran barber has described how one of his young 
customers burst into tears when he announced his shop 
in Harold's Cross was closing down.
Born and bred in the village, Liam Byrne has been cutting hair 
and swapping tales with young and old neighbours over the 
past 10 years. A mainstay among traders on the main 
thoroughfare, he was forced to shut his doors for good after 
his premises was sold earlier this year. “I have some great 
memories from Harold’s Cross,” Liam told the Xpress as he 
brushed up the shop floor for the last time. “I was cutting the 
hair of lots of kids here since they were babies. Now they are 
young fellas. There is one lad who lived in Harold's Cross and 
they moved to Rathmines but they still came back to me all 
the time. When I told him I was leaving he started crying. He 
was really upset. I'd been cutting his hair for a decade.”

Liam is known to Xpress readers as well as his customers and 
friends as an international ten pin bowler who represents 
Ireland on the world stage. Born in Harold's Cross Cottages, he 
has worked for more than 40 years in the barber business 
throughout the city, as well as a two year stint in Australia. 

When his cousin Gerard Downey, also from Harold’s Cross and 
a second generation barber to the village, decided to close his 
shop in 2007, Liam took it over. Since then, he has been doing 
the “hard haircuts to the modern day cuts” as trends changed 
down the years.

The village has also changed as he witnessed from his large 
shop window fronting onto the Harold's Cross Road. Most of it 
for the better, he says, but there have been challenges too.  
When the Black Apple Cafe and the bookmakers across the 
road closed, it took a lot of his customers away. “And of course 
the biggest problem in the area is the parking,” he said. “When 
the clampers moved into the area that upset a lot of people.”

Despite moving on to another shop in Blackrock, Liam vows 
he will never cut his ties to Harold’s Cross. “I wish everybody 
all the best and I want to thank all for their custom over the 10 
years,” he said, sadly turning the key in the door under his 
familiar Liam’s Barbers sign. “But I want to thank everyone for 
their friendship more than anything, more than the custom. 
Especially the kids. I'll miss the kids. I used to give them 
selection boxes at Christmas and Easter eggs at Easter, and I 
always had sweets in the shop for the kids going by. Even 
non-customers going by used to knock on the window and 
ask for a bag of sweets. I'll miss all that.”

You may not know it but, just up the road from Harold’s Cross, is Terenure Sports Club.



Get in touch with us at xpress@haroldscross.org and 
let us know what is happening in your neighbourhood

Up Our Street...
Neighbourhood notes
in The Harold's Xpress

Hosted at the Education and Research Centre at Our Lady’s 
Hospice, classes take place on Mondays at 7pm and 
Tuesdays at 6.30pm. 

Jennifer teaches Hatha-based Vinyasa flow, which co-ordinates 
movement and breathing to develop and enhance strength and 
flexibility. “The facilities at Our Lady’s are absolutely wonderful, 
state of the art, and the sta� have been lovely to us," says Jennifer.  
“We couldn’t wish for a better place, right here in Harold’s Cross. 
“Yoga is a wonderful gift that has changed my life, and I feel 
honoured to share that with my yogis.”

Classes cost €10 each or €60 for a course of eight, and must be 
booked on yogahx.com or by texting 085 287 7021. “Mention the 
Xpress and you get your first class for free,” Jennifer added. 

FREE YOGA CLASS 
FOR XPRESS READERS
Yoga teacher Jennifer Quinn, who lives on 
St. Clare’s Avenue, is o�ering Xpress readers 
a free class at her Breathing Room studio. 

MOUNT ARGUS & CHURCH PARK
A year has now passed since the set-up of the new residents 
association and it has been a tremendous success. Chairman 
Conor O’Leary thanks, in particular, the residents committee 
for all their hard work over the year and to all the residents 
who have supported the various activities throughout the 
year, including a clean up, street feast and Easter egg hunt.

“We were due to have a clean up of both estates last month, 
but due to the bad weather and work commitments of the 
committee this is rescheduled for January,” said Conor. The 
date is to be confirmed at the next meeting.

“I am aware that we have a few new residents in our estates,” 
he added. “On behalf of the residents, I would like to welcome 
you all to our wonderful area. If you need to get in touch with 
me, email mountargushx@gmail.com.”

“I would also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
merry Christmas and Happy New Year.”

MOUNT DRUMMOND & DISTRICT
Chairman Gerry Soden held a “Personal Residential Safety 
Evening” on Tue, November 21 at Mount Drummond Court, in 
conjunction with the local community Gardaí and the Garda 
Crime Prevention O�cer.

The final clean-up of 2017  was on Saturday December 2, with 
residents meeting at the Grotto at the top of Mount 
Drummond Avenue. Well done to all involved. 

Mount Drummond Square residents are keeping a close eye on 
developments in St Clare’s over a revised request from the 
developer to add a fifth storey to existing plans. We will 
update on any developments over the coming weeks.

GREENMOUNT
“Some of us in Greenmount have got our Flood Cover back 
on our house insurance,” says Frances Hargadon.

“It has been six years since we had it and therefore none of us 
could sell our houses and, of course, we had no cover should a 
flood happen. Hopefully never again. We still need the vital 
work to happen in Tymon Park to ensure we are safe but to 
date it hasn't happened.”

PARNELL ROAD
Pat Duggan, of the Parnell Road and Greenmount Lane 
residents group, reports progress on Grand Canal 
improvements. 

“As residents, we have tried unsuccessfully since the horrific 
flooding disaster of 2011, to have the concrete canal wall 
opposite our homes repaired and rebuilt,” he says. 

“Six years later, following the intervention of Councillor Mary 
Freehill, the wall will be rebuilt and the necessary work will be 
carried out by the end of this year. Perhaps when the wall is 
repaired we will get the built-in concrete troughs replanted. 
This would be conducive to an aesthetically pleasing, 
attractive environment.

We hope that this is the start of improving the wonderful 
amenity that is the Grand Canal, the gateway to Harold’s 
Cross.”

LOWER KIMMAGE ROAD 
After a good year for improvements on the Lower Kimmage 
Road - including a new Welcome to Harold’s Cross sign, 
landscaping and the installation of planters along the road - 
the residents group has secured new tra�c calming 
measures. 

Digital speed signs - which flash motorists speed in the 50km 
per hour zone - have been installed for both inbound and 
outbound tra�c on a section of the road next to Mount Argus 
Church. 

Resident Elaine McCabe was instrumental in pursuing Dublin 
City Council for the signage. 

Residents group Lokra will be pressing for more tra�c 
calming measures in the New Year. 

The Lower Kimmage Road is designated an “arterial route” 
and a proposed review of arterial road speed limits around the 
city is expected to begin in January or February. 

Dublin City Council has also begun a programme of works to 
improve Mount Argus Park, after submissions from Lokra. 

The residents group wishes all our neighbours a Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.



Get in touch with us at xpress@haroldscross.org and 
let us know what is happening in your neighbourhood

OUR HISTORY
Michael Riordan, who grew up on Westfield Road 
and now lives in Mount Argus, recounts the 
harrowing past endured by one of his childhood 
neighbours, who escaped the Holocaust and forged 
a new life in Harold's Cross.

Sixteen year old Esther Blair listened attentively to her aunt.

Touched by the knowledge that her family had been 
decimated in the Holocaust, the teenager sat in her Dublin 
kitchen enthralled by a woman who had escaped. 

Sifting through letters and small black and white 
photographs, her aunt paused at an image of Esther’s father 
embracing a child, her finger playfully in his mouth.

Andor was young and strong in the picture and the little girl 
looked strangely familiar.

“That’s not me?” declared Esther, scanning her aunt’s face 
for an explanation. “You don’t know about the children?” 
she replied. Esther was shaken by a painful revelation which 
gave her two sisters and a brother and took them away in 
the same instance. She was inspired however by the story of 
a community that refused to disappear.

A broad leafy street on Dublin’s south side, Westfield Road 
was home to Catholics, Protestants, and an array of Jewish 
families. The Cleins, Ja�es, Ordmonds, Rosses, Greens, and 
Segals were just some of her neighbours in a vibrant local 
community.

On Saturdays as their football rattled the black railings of 
the red bricked houses, local boys paused when families 
passed by on their way to the local Synagogue.

On weekdays Andor Blair, a quiet amiable man set out for 
his shop where his hand-made Celtic crosses and 
memorabilia were popular with tourists. He was enjoying a 
peaceful life.

In 1943 Andor’s first home in Senta, Yugoslavia, had been 
rocked by a Nazi reign of terror.  With other young men he 
was forced to work on the roads in Austria where 
overworked and underfed friends perished.

“My father stole acid to burn his ear in the hope of a 
di�erent job”, Esther recalled. "As he was leaving the 
surgery, the doctor called out his name, he pretended not to 
hear, which saved his life”. 

Tragically, however, in his absence, Andor‘s wife and family 
were deported to Auschwitz where women with children 
were the first to die.

Andor’s sister Rosie and her five children also died there. So 
did his brother‘s wife and two children. “We have hardly any 
graves in our family,” said Esther on a trip back to Harold's 
Cross. 

“My mother Anna arrived in the camp on a cattle train,” she 
continued. ”She told me it was ‘gehennim’, like hell. When 
they unbolted the carriages the dead fell out, then the rest 
of them followed.”

With a flick of his finger, the infamous Dr Mengele sent 
Anna’s grandparents one way and sent her the other. When 
the girl asked a guard where they were gone he shrugged 
and pointed at a tall chimney. She did not understand.

“All the women were sent to the wash area together,” Esther 
said, recalling her mother’s pain. “It was shockingly 
embarrassing for a girl from a modest family.”  For the 
fortunate ones there was work in the factories. For others, 
including Anna’s father and sisters, there was not. 

As the allies approached Auschwitz, Anna and one of her 
sisters were moved. They made a long march to a camp miles 
away in Belsen. She survived the tortuous journey. Her sister 
sadly died just after being liberated.

At the end of the war Andor and Anna went home. Andor was 
distraught with grief on discovering his loss. He never spoke 
about his wife and children again.

Andor and Anna were married in November 1945. The young 
women of Senta who survived the camps married the older 
men whose wives and children did not. "They chose life and 
refused to let their community die,” Esther explained.

Andor and Anna boarded a ship for Israel. “It was three stories 
high,” said Esther. “Women and children at the bottom where 
it was warm, men and cattle in the middle. There was warm 
milk for the children.”

In 1955 the Blairs moved to Dublin to join Andor’s brother 
and his family. On Westfield Road they found a new 
community. Andor and Anna had two daughters and a son, 
Esther, Rachel and Mark. Esther, from number 30, married 
the boy from number 32, Isaac Copperman.

Aged 70, Andor was persuaded to make yet another move. 
He and Anna celebrated her 60th birthday in Tel Aviv with 
their children and their families.

Before leaving, he told one young man, no longer playing 
football on the road, that he would miss his neighbours. The 
couple from Senta had 14 grandchildren and 53 great 
grandchildren.

Esther and her husband Isaac have six children of their own. 
Last summer they returned to their childhood home in 
Harold’s Cross with two of their granddaughters and 
knocked on doors. Not surprisingly they were all invited in.

Esther Blair and grandchildren revisit her childhood home on Westfield Road



For the past 172 years Our Lady’s Mount has been central to 
the life of the village of Harold’s Cross. Situated between the 
canal and the park, the house and grounds in Greenmount 
were purchased by Mary Aikenhead, the Foundress of the 
Religious Sisters of Charity, from a family called Webb, 
members of the Society of Friends. Many people wonder at 
the name ‘Aikenhead’ for an Irish woman. Mary’s grandfather 
came from Scotland, settled at first in Limerick, then in Cork 
where Mary was born.

Mary Aikenhead had been advised to move to the country 
because of ill health. She had been living in St Vincent’s 
Hospital on St Stephen’s Green, which she had set up in 1834, 
the first hospital in the English-speaking world to be sta�ed by 
nuns.

The house in Harold’s Cross was reasonably large and 
surrounded by fields and a large garden.  A considerable 
parlour was used as a classroom for young women from the 
locality who worked in the factories nearby. Here they learned 
reading, writing, religion, needlework and music. It was also 
used as a Sunday school for the teaching of religion.

In 1850 a new infant school was built surmounted by a large 
statue of Our Lady. Mary watched from her window as the 
workmen hauled the heavy statue to the top of the school. In 
later years this white statue came into view as the bus crossed 
Robert Emmet Bridge on its way out from the city. Today it 
stands outside the original building.

During the Great Famine, despite her own su�ering, Mary 
Aikenhead made heroic e�orts to supply food and clothing for 
the half-famished people who flocked to Harold’s Cross 
Convent looking for help. Whenever her health allowed, she 
supervised the distribution of food, adding a kind word for 
each person. It was her great joy to supply work for as many 
men as possible, often not knowing where she would find the 
means to pay them, but somehow the money was found.

Mary Aikenhead died in Harold’s Cross on July 22, 1858 and 
her co�n was taken in a horse drawn carriage to Donnybrook. 
On the day of burial the working men of Harold’s Cross asked 
for the privilege of carrying her co�n shoulder high to the 
grave to show their gratitude to the Mother who had always 
been their friend. The national and provincial newspapers paid 
eloquent tribute to "Mrs Aikenhead" and many people wrote 
letters of sympathy. But her loss was felt most keenly by the 
poor.

A few months after Mary’s death the chapel in the grounds of 
Our Lady’s Mount was blessed by Archbishop Paul Cullen. A 
beautiful marble carving of Christ washing the feet of Peter 
was erected in the novitiate chapel in memory of Mary 
Aikenhead. It was also meant to be an inspiration to the 
novices that their lives were to be lived in the service of others. 
Printers Brown and Nolan sponsored a stained glass window 
while Mr Beardwood, a builder, sponsored another window.

Mary Aikenhead had a vision that the sick and su�ering would 
receive the utmost compassion and care at all times but 
especially as they approached the end of their lives. Twenty 
one years after her death, her vision came to be a reality when 
Sr Anna Gaynor built Our Lady’s Hospice adjoining the house 
where Mary Aikenhead had lived.

Sadly, the school which Mary Aikenhead built is no longer 
there and when it closed the remaining pupils transferred to St 
Clare’s Primary School across the road.

Today, in the Mary Aikenhead Heritage Centre in the grounds 
of Our Lady’s Mount, the story of Mary’s life is recreated in a 
multifaceted presentation. The highly crafted model scenes 
appeal to adults and children alike.  Interactive audio visual 
presentations tell the moving stories of the work of the 
Religious Sisters of Charity and their co-workers throughout 
the world.

The focal point of the exhibition is Mary’s own room, where 
she spent the last 13 years of her life. Admission to the 
Heritage Centre is free, car parking is provided, it is wheelchair 
friendly and refreshments are served. Pre-booking is advised 
on 086 724 7660.

Mary Aikenhead, founder of the Religious Sisters of 
Charity, the Sisters of Charity of Australia and St 
Vincent's Hospital in Dublin, was known for her 
work in helping the poor, educating children and 
providing much needed employment from her 
house in Harold's Cross. Here Sister Mary, of the 
Mary Aikenhead Heritage Centre, recalls her legacy.

PROFILE : MARY AIKENHEAD

Mary Aikenhead

www.rscmaheritage.com     rsc@maheritage.com



The initiative, involving dozens of fourth year architecture 
students at DIT, is the brainchild of course lecturer and village 
resident Dermot Boyd. 

Harold's Cross has a “huge amount of potential, a very 
particular character” and events like the annual festival “show 
the community really cares and that something that can be 
achieved here”, he told the Xpress. 

“We are working like a big o�ce of 50 architects, exploring 
how we can work with that and create a new vision for the 
village. I would think what we are doing here could fold into a 
Local Area Plan for Harold’s Cross. What our students are 
producing is as good as anything from many architects of 
many years standing. 

It is extraordinary work, full of energy, full of ambition and it is 
inventive and interesting. It does set a di�erent paradigm or 
template for the village which I think should be part of the 
debate.”

As part of the Harold’s Cross Live project, the architecture 
undergraduates are hosting open days at village pubs where 
residents can see their masterplan for the village unfolding. 

Two have already been held at McGarry’s and McGowan’s and 
another will be held at Peggy Kelly’s in March. The completed 
vision will be showcased at the annual Harold’s Cross 
community festival in the park next May.  

“I hope people will be able to see the projects in reality, so you 
can virtually walk through Harold’s Cross and say this is the 
main street, here is the Luas running up the middle and here are 
our trees - this is how it can develop,” said Dermot.  

“I hope people see there is an alternative. We are trying to 
make this as accessible as possible.”

The project is being overseen by a number of eminent 
architects including Harold's Cross resident and visionary 
behind the Croke Park stadium, Des McMahon. As part of the 
process, the designers are having to grapple with a number of 
challenges in the village. 

“One thing is where is the centre of Harold's Cross and what is 
the centre of Harold's Cross?” said Dermot. “We have come up 
with a five point plan, and we decided there needs to be a civic 
part, really based around the park,  but which relates directly to 
Mount Jerome as well. Then there is what we are calling The 
Strip, which is the main High Street drag. What we are 
interested in, is how do we exploit that as a unified, urban 
deisgn. What is interesting about The Strip or main drag is that 
it is eccentric, it is only on one side.”

HAROLD'S CROSS HAS "HUGE POTENTIAL", 
SAY MASTERPLAN DESIGNERS

Future architects are radically re-imagining 
Harold's Cross as part of a year long project that 
could help shape the village’s future. A new plaza at 
the park, a forest in the cemetery and a pedestrian 
bridge over the Grand Canal are among a raft of 
ambitious ideas being floated. Other proposals - 
including a greenway along the Poddle and a mass 
tree-planting drive - are easily realisable goals, 
according to the Harold's Cross Live team. 

“Harold's Cross main street is a one-sided street. So it causes 
problems, because it doesn’t enclose you or there is not 
activity on both sides.”

Other challenges include how to “understand and reinvent” 
Mount Jerome cemetery and Our Lady’s Hospice, key features 
of the village. 

“Another plan I’m quite interested in is planting out Harold’s 
Cross - making it the most wooded urban village in the 
country,” said Dermot.  

“So, in 20 or 30 years time you would come to Harold’s Cross 
and there would be an amazing canopy of oak trees growing 
up through the village, and that would be a legacy. These 
interventions are quite simple.”

The project is being supported by the Harold’s Cross Village 
Community Council, and Dermot believes it could help inform 
the Harold’s Cross 2025 Vision plan.

"This feeds into that," he said. “We have taken on board what 
Vision 2025 sets down. We read it very carefully, and most of 
our approach is very similar. What we have thre advantage of 
doing, is articulating what this place might actually look like, 
that's the di�erence. 

We can show what a green corridor will look like on a particluar 
street, for example, so you can see that rather than have to 
imagine it. That is a critical thing we can bring to it.”

See more at www.haroldscrosslive2018.com

VILLAGE BEING RE-IMAGINED IN YEAR-LONG PROJECT - BY XPRESS REPORTER 



Breaking News: The Department of Education 
has posted notices indicating their intention to 
apply for permission to construct a temporary, 
two storey, 12 classroom primary school located 
in the car park at the southern end of the 
stadium.

BREAKING NEWS

It is a collaborative project between fourth year 
architecture students of DIT and the community 
in Harold’s Cross. The year-long initiative will 
culminate in a proposed masterplan for renewing 
and reinventing the village to be showcased at 
the annual community festival in May.

What is Harold’s Cross Live?

The project proposes a “full, dynamic and lively 
street front” by regenerating the current street 
façade and creating new buildings to fill in gaps 
and establish a “two-sided” main street, with 
shops and businesses on both sides of the 
Harold’s Cross Road.  A new cinema on the old 
Classic Cinema site is also being proposed.

And what about the main street?

Architect and project leader Dermot Boyd, who 
lives in Harold's Cross, says it could feed into the 
existing Vision 2025 plan and influence an 
eventual Local Area Plan - an o�cial blueprint for 
the village by the city council - while stimulating 
debate and ideas among the community.

But does it have any bearing on the
real future of the village? 

The project has identified five key areas for 
improving the village: encouraging more social 
interaction; establishing a civic ‘heart’ to Harold’s 
Cross running from Mount Jerome across the 
park to the greyhound stadium site; celebrating 
village craft, education, health, wellbeing and 
death; improving the urban ecology and the 
relationship between people and nature; and a 
“work, rest and play” plan interweaving activities 
in all our shared spaces.

So, what is this about a five point
plan?

Yes, there are many. One ties in with the existing 
plan to site new schools on the greyhound 
stadium site. Harold’s Cross Live envisages “an 
educational quarter” which will be opened up to 
the community, with community spaces and a 
public library. The school and community 
buildings would sit in a newly planted forest 
spanning the park and Mount Jerome.

Are there any flagship proposals that
would help regenerate the village? 



In Mexico poinsettias grow outdoors as a perennial shrub to a 
height of up to fifteen feet and flower naturally at this time of 
the year. While growing in the tropical highlands, the ancient 
Aztecs used the milky sap (latex) to treat fevers. But 
Poinsettias have the name of being hard to keep. However, if 
you follow a few simple rules on buying and looking after 
these cheerful plants, they should thrive long after Christmas.

A good plant must have dark green healthy foliage and 
should be well balanced in proportion to the pot size. The 
colourful flower bracts which can come in many colours - 
such as red, pink white or bi colour - should be free of any 
damage or discolouration.  

A healthy plant from a garden centre, florist or reputable 
supplier should cost you anything from €7 upwards 
depending on plant size.

Be mindful when purchasing from supermarkets as plants can 
sometimes be stored in a draughty area or maybe damaged 
from over handling. This can result in wilting soon after 
purchasing.

If there are damaged or loose leaves and bare stems visible on 
the plant this indicates poor handling, lack of water or a root 
disease problem. Try and make the plant your last purchase of 
the day, so that it is not being handled too much or left in a 
cold car for too long.

Ensure that the plant is well wrapped when in transit as it can 
be damaged by the wind and low temperatures. Keep away 
from the rain as it can damage the flower bracts. Undo 
packaging as soon as you take it home as the stems are quite 
brittle and can break easily.

Position your plant in good light away from direct sunlight and 
draughts, try to keep the environment constant without 
temperature fluctuation and don’t place it near a radiator.

Water only if dry: if overwatered, the leaves will turn yellow  
and drop o�.  Try to use water at room temperature as very 
cold water can shock the plant.  Water from the base if 
possible if water gets on the flower it can turn it black.

If you look after your plant and you can have it for several 
months apply a soluble fertilizer once a month.

Getting the colour to return next year doesn’t happen by 
chance. Poinsettias are often disappointing in their second 
year, but here is the best way to try to get a good display from 
them in their second year.

Prune back the plants hard in April, to about 10cm (4in). Repot 
them, growing them in a light, cool place over summer. A 
temperature of 15-18°C (60-65°F) is ideal.

Flowering and bract colouring is initiated by short winter 
day-length, occurring naturally in December and January. So 
from November onwards, plants should be put in a dark room 
after twelve hours of daylight and protected from any artificial 
light source.

Plants need a constant temperature of around 18°C (55°F) to 
colour up well, so make sure they do not get too cold.

GROWING with Eileen Nolan
Bloom multi-award winning garden designer Eileen Nolan - head gardener at Our Lady’s 
Hospice in Harold’s Cross - tells us how to make the most of one of the season’s most popular 
and cheerful plants.
Poinsettias are synonymous with Christmas, a 
tradition for many and a great plant to have to 
enhance any display during the season.

OUR LADY’S HOSPICE

Also, if you have time over the coming weeks, come and visit 
our rose garden at Our Lady’s Hospice. We have a selection of 
Christmas plants and arrangements for sale until stocks last.

TOP TIP

For decorating with poinsettias this Christmas, plant two or 
three plants together in a large pot for a dramatic display and 
instant splendour.



Punishing rates imposed on Harold's Cross businesses by City Hall are decimating trade in the area, it has 
been warned - BY XPRESS REPORTER 

Traders say Dublin City Council's refusal to tailor the annual 
levy to local circumstances mean more shops are now closing 
than opening. 
Ed Donnelly, of the Harold’s Cross Business Association, insists a new 
“pragmatic approach” on commercial rates is crucial to boosting business 
in the village. “As has widely been acknowledged, the reality on the ground 
for local businesses is that there are more ‘bricks & mortar’ businesses 
closing than opening, which ultimately threatens this important revenue 
channel for Dublin City Council,” he told the Xpress.  

“We firmly believe there is a direct correlation between the rates valuations 
on businesses and the high turnover rate of businesses closing their doors. 
We are not implying that it is the sole reason for closure - but it certainly is 
a primary reason.”

At the recent Harolds Cross Village Community Council AGM, Mr Donnelly 
urged local councillors to do more to help Harold’s Cross attract new 
business into the neighbourhood.  

“The prime challenges for new and existing businesses here are the rates, 
adequate public parking, street lighting and planting,” he said.  

“The inflexibility of the rates o�ce to consider a more innovative approach 
to rates - a move primarily driven by a knee jerk reaction to protect income 
derived from rates - is ultimately counter-productive.” Mr Donnelly also 
called on residents to shop local where possible.  

He added: “The Harolds Cross Business Assocation would like to thank all 
local residents for their ongoing support and custom, and to encourage all 
to shop local in Harolds Cross this Christmas.”

CITY LEVIES TO BLAME FOR
VILLAGE SHOPS SHUTTING 
DOWN, WARN TRADERS

An chuimhin leat an pictiúrlann i 
gCrois Araild? Tá sé imithe anois 
ach an Classic Cinema ab ainm 
dó. An bhfaca tú aon scannán 
ann ariamh? Tá cuimhne agamsa 
ar scannán amháin go h-áirithe, 
scannán a bhíodh ar siúl ann gach 
oíche Aoine. The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show an t-ainm a bhí air, 
nó más mian leat: An Scannán 
Uafáis Luascach.
Ceoldráma aisteach áiféiseach a bhí 
ann a tháinig amach sa bhliain 1975. Is 
dócha go bhféadfaí “scannán uafáis” 
a thabhairt air cé nach gcuirfeadh sé 
scanradh ar aon duinne na laethanta seo. 

Tosnaíonn an scéal nuair a bhíonn 
trioblóid ag lánúin ghrámhar ar an 
mbóthair san oíche agus bíonn orthu 
cabhair a lorg ag caisleán dorcha. Ach tá 
go leor daoine aisteacha san áit seo, le 
h-éadaí trasghnéasach agus smideadh 
ioldaite, ach an fear is aistí ar fad, is eolaí 
craiceáilte é.

Ach an rud is aistí faoin scannán seo ná 
go mbíodh slua daoine ag dul ar ais ann 
gach seachtain, iad gléasta cosúil leis na 
h-aisteoirí agus iad ag canadh in éineacht 
leo agus ag athrá gach line den téacs! 
Lean sé seo ar aghaidh ar feadh 21 bhliain. 
An gcreidfeá go raibh duine amháin a 
d’fhreastail ar an scannán níos mó ná 800 
n-uaire?

Ach faraor, thainig deireadh leis an 
scéal seo sa bhliain 2003 nuair a 
dhún an pictiúrlann a dhóirse don uair 
deirinneach. 

Albert Kelly an fear a bhí i gceannas 
ar an phictiúrlann agus thaistigh uaidh 
leanúint ar aghaidh leis ach ní raibh an 
tsláinte go maith aige agus b’éigean 
dó stopadh.

Fear séimh, léannta a bhí ann a 
bhain taithneamh as bualadh le 
daoine. Bhíodh sé ag obair gach lá 
den seachtain go dtí a dó a’chlog ar 
maidin. Cailleadh é i 2005, ar dheis 
Dé go raibh a anam dílis. Leagadh an 
foirgneamh ó shin agus níor cuireadh 
aon rud ina h-áit go fóill. Nach mór 
an trua.

le Eoin MacLochlainn
AN BHFUIL GAEILGE AGAT?



I was a student at UCD at Earlsfort Terrace in the early and 
mid-Sixties and was introduced to the great poet by one of my 
UCD lecturers, the late writer, academic and broadcaster John 
Jordan, who lived then in Park View Avenue in Harold's Cross 
and was a close friend of Kavanagh. I had known John's 
brother, Jimmy, at school.

I observed Kavanagh on a number of occasions in his favourite 
pub, McDaid's of Harry Street, but did not get a chance to talk 
to him until John Jordan introduced us one day in The Bailey 
bar in Duke Street. 

Subsequently, I met Patrick on a variety of occasions in both 
private houses and flats and public houses. He was not an easy 
man to approach, but he accepted my company because John 
Jordan was a friend of mine, and he relied on John's friendship 
and erudition as a leading literary critic. Kavanagh also took a 
little interest in me when he discovered that I was researching 
a thesis for UCD on George Russell (AE), who was one of the 
very first literary editors to publish his poems; and whom 
Kavanagh visited at Russell's house on Rathgar Avenue, when 
the young Monaghan poet first came to Dublin.

My own poem here, 'Below the Bridge', recalls one of my 
favourite memories of the poet, who  often rested on the grass 
path below Baggot Street Bridge in Dublin, near the lock on 
the Grand Canal where a canal-bank seat commemorates him, 
and where he composed several of his best later poems which 
have a canal-bank setting. I wrote my poem a few years ago 
after a visit to the Kavanagh Centre in Inniskeen, near the 
bridge on the River Fane.

Hugh McFadden
POETRY CORNER
Patrick Kavanagh, one of the most significant Irish poets of the 20th 
century, died 50 years ago in Dublin, on November 30 1967. The number of 
people who knew him personally is now dwindling: but he is still well 
remembered by those who were young in the 1960s. Among those is 
Harold's Cross poet Hugh McFadden. Here, he tells the Xpress about 
meeting Kavanagh and the poem he later inspired.

Community Carols will take place in Christ Church, Rathgar at 
7pm on Friday December 15th. The event is open to all and 
refreshments will be provided afterwards

The Christmas Day service at Rathgar Methodist Church takes 
place at 9.30am.

At Mount Argus, there will be a Christmas carol service on 
Sunday, December 17th, at 8pm. Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is 
at 6.15pm with a Mass of the Nativity at 9pm, after Christmas 
carols and Blessing of the Crib at 8.30pm. On Christmas Day, 
the Dawn Mass will be at 8am with a Day Mass at 11am.

Our Lady of the Rosary in Harold’s Cross is hosting a Christmas 
carol service entitled ‘Gaudete! Rejoice!’ on Sunday December 
17th at 4pm. The Christmas Vigil Mass will be at 9pm on 
Christmas Eve, with Masses on Christmas Day at 9am, 10.30am 
and 12pm. 

LOCAL CHURCHES CONFIRM
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

The sun had warmed the wooden seat for me

on the bank of the River Fane

situated below the old stone bridge

at Inniskeen. And as I write this verse

out, Patrick Kavanagh, I think of you

sitting below the bridge at Baggot Street

on the bank of the Grand Canal,

one warm and sunny summer’s day

sometime in the middle ’Sixties – 

perhaps the year was Sixty-Four or Six – 

Anyway, you sat there then, as tranquil

as any Buddha ever did,

although, of course, you said yourself

you messaged no message at all

only simple joy at nature’s beauty

and, by God’s grace, peace at its heart.

As I write this, the sound of the water,

while it rushes over the flashing stones

rippling and breaking in the clear daylight,

mingles with the strains of music

drifting on the air near your own Centre,

as a white butterfly flits by the brown

river – its lush green bank all overgrown –

My heart’s spirit lifts with the rising day:

All the cares of the city far away.

Below the Bridge

Patrick Kavanagh



What do you like about Harold’s Cross at Christmas time?

My Mam and Dad have the house lovely. Every year I help my 
Mam decorate the Christmas tree. It’s something that we like 
to do together, my brothers grew out of that tradition a long 
time ago. My Mam and I pour a nice glass of wine and pull out 
all of the decorations from boxes. We always get a massive 
tree and we go to town on the glitz. Every year my Mam buys 
one or two new decorations, so we have a huge collection. We 
use all of them - including the mouldy auld balls, they’re put 
inside the tree where no one will see them, the half broken 
ones are put at the back. We have tinsel and fairylights, my 
Mam loves those stingy silver decorations, she puts them all 
over the tree.  My mam thought about getting a fake tree this 
year, but I talked her out of it. I love picking the tree and the 
smell of it all over the house. 

Every year we do the fun run up on Sundrive Road. I really look 
forward to doing that, everyone is out with their kids and their 
dogs, it’s really lovely catching up with people.  To be honest I 
only jog it, but it’s a great way to start the day. Every Christmas 
Eve my friends and I end up in one of the pubs in Harold’s 
Cross, even though most of them are from Terenure, there’s 
always a lovely atmosphere about the village. 

What are your memories of Christmas in the village? 

My parents moved to Harold’s Cross a year before I was born, 
so all of my Christmas memories are of the village. I really love 
the place. Harold's Cross has changed so much down through 
the years, when I was growing up it was a bit rough, but that 
has completely changed now. The park is beautiful, there are 
lovely cafes and restaurants, it's a great little village. The only 
thing I really miss is the classic cinema and I wish there were 
more venues to host films or general entertainment venues. A 
few more restaurants would be nice too. 

One of my earliest Christmas memories was getting a teapot 
that opened to reveal a doll's house, I loved that. Danny got 
Guess Who one year and we all loved that too. The boys were 
always playing football on the street at Christmas time, but 
they don't do that anymore! We used to hang out in Mount 
Argus park a lot, and I remember the lights coming on up near 
the church. My brothers and I fought a lot. Conor was always 
teasing me, he's a lovely guy now, but he was such a messer 
when we were younger. Danny was really weird as a kid, he 
had this really deep voice even as a five year old. There’s a 
Christmas video of him coming down the stairs saying in a 
very deep voice ‘Mam did you let Róisín play with my Guess 
Who?’

Was music a big thing for your family at Christmas time? 

It wasn’t really a big thing. We were all taking a break from it 
at Christmas. I frequently travelled on tours with my Mam even 
while I was at school. The teachers thought it would be good 
for me to see the world. I travelled to Japan, Australia, 
America, mainland Europe, and lots of other places. Being the 
youngest and an only girl I think my Mam made an exception 
for me. That said on Christmas Day when the Black family 
came over we always start a sing song with them and when 
the O’Reilly’s came over on St Stephen’s Day there would be a 
sing song with them too. 

What are your plans for Christmas Day this year?

We'll do the run in the morning, we'll all have dinner at home. 
Conor and Jade and their children will call over. My Mam’s 
family will come over and Pat Armstrong comes over every 
year, he’s a great family friend. I’ve started helping Mum in the 
kitchen, she’s an amazing cook, but she gets a little stressed at 
Christmas. And of course we’ll chill, play charades, watch 
movies and eat lots of cheese! 

MY HAROLD’S CROSS

Róisín O



Word Search

Christmas Crackers
Why are Christmas Trees like bad knitters?
They keep losing their needles!
What do you get if Santa goes down the
chimney when a fire is lit?
Crisp Kringle.
How much did Santa pay for his sleigh?
Nothing, it was on the house!

What is invisible and smells like milk and 
cookies?
Santa’s burps. 
What do snowmen do in their spare time?
They’re just chilling.

Another helicopter tried to land in our garden 
today. I think we’re going to have to reduce 
our Christmas lights a bit.

My friend reviewed her young son’s fill-in
-the-blank homework. One line: “At 
Christmas, we exchange gifts with ____.”
His response: “Receipts.”

Start Help Elf get presents to Alana 
by guiding him through the maze

Find the 12 differences in these 2 Christmas scenes
Spot the difference

Design of Newsletter by Colm Flood
of Lynchmob Design  - 086 825 3791

Find the 25 festive words in the 
wordsearch below and a bonus word
relating to where you live... 

Angels
Blitzen
Carolers
Comet
Cupid

Ornaments
Holly
Lights
Manger
Mistletoe

Dancer
Dasher
Donner
Frosty
Prancer

Presents
Rudolph
Tree
Vixen
Wreath

Snow
Star
Stockings
Tinsel
Toys

Finish


